
August 9, 2013 

Dear Massachusetts State Patrol: 

Before you read my letter, I'd like the State Patrol's Office to know that I am a writer and am 

sharing this letter on my blog. I believe that as U.S. citizens, we have the right to protest the 

unfair treatment by those in power over us. If you would like to see the response to my letter, 

feel free to go to paulinehawkins.com 

On July 24, 2013, I was driving from Rochester, NY to Portsmouth, NH to see my daughters. My 

8-year-old son and my elderly mother were in the car with me. We were driving my mother's 

New-York-State-registered car on Thruway 90. 

Because my mother gets nervous driving in unfamiliar areas, I drove the whole 8 hours. For the 

majority of the trip I used the cruise control, setting my speed at 70 mph in a 65 mph zone. There 

were people going faster and slower than I was for the entire trip. I stayed in the right lane when 

I could and passed people on the left. In heavier traffic I matched the flow of traffic in the left 

lane.  

About six hours into the drive, approximately 2 pm, I hit heavy truck-traffic in Charlton, 

Massachusetts. A steady stream of trucks were in the right lane. I joined the other cars passing 

the trucks in the left lane. I maintained my 70 mph in the left, even though there was at least 5 

car lengths between me and the car in front of me, following proper driving protocol for speed 

and distance between cars. I felt no need to speed up until I looked in my rearview mirror and 

saw that a car was so close to me that I couldn't see the car's license plate. Tailgating and 

aggressive drivers make me nervous; they have anger issues and cause a majority of accidents on 

the road.  

I stepped on the gas a little to put distance between us. Just then a truck from the right lane 

moved into the left lane with little warning and very little room between the two cars. The three 

of us behind the truck had to step on the breaks suddenly. I looked in the rearview mirror and the 

blue car behind me was still tight on the rear of my car. When the truck moved back to the right 

lane, the other cars in front of me passed the truck and fell in line in front of it. Every time I 

looked in my rearview mirror, the aggressive driver behind me would not let up, no matter what 

kind of distance I tried to put between us. He was tailgating so close I still couldn't see his 

license plate. So I sped up, wanting to get to a point where I could move to the right to let this car 

pass me--whatever his hurry may have been.  

As soon as I had a break in traffic to get to the right, I put my blinker on and the car behind me 

turned his lights on. The aggressive, tailgating driver who was scaring me was a Massachusetts 

State Patrolman. When I tried to tell him how scared I was that he was so close to me, he started 

yelling at me that I should have moved over to the right. I told him I moved over as soon as I 

could. He became angrier that I was trying to explain myself. He said I was going 80 mph and 



there was no reason for that. I told him I was scared because of his aggressive behavior, and that 

I had no idea he was a police officer because he was so close to me in an unmarked vehicle. He 

then started yelling at me that the left lane is for passing only. I said that's what I was trying to 

do. He yelled at me again about how fast I was going. At that point I was close to tears and knew 

that I was trying to fight a losing battle. I stopped talking and handed over my license and 

registration. 

I am paying the ticket for $150 because I live in Colorado, and I can't go back to Massachusetts 

to fight this ticket; however, I'd like to file a formal complaint against the officer. I can't read his 

name, but his I.D. number is 1247 and he was driving car number 41 that day. 

This officer was an overly aggressive driver, creating a dangerous and scary situation for me and 

my family. Then, instead of listening to my fears over his behavior, he used his position to shut 

me down, abusing his power. His behavior after pulling me over scared my mom and my son. I 

hope that your office does not condone this type of behavior from anyone representing your 

state, let alone from someone who is supposed to protect people, not threaten them. 

Please feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss this further. 

Thank you for your time, 

 

Pauline Hawkins 

 

 


