
CCSS Content Area: Reading, Writing, and Communicating / Standard: 3 Writing and Composition 
 

Prepared Graduates: Apply standard English conventions to effectively communicate with written language 

Concepts and skills students master:  

3. Writing for grammar, usage, mechanics, and clarity requires ongoing refinements and revisions 

9th grade: 
Evidence outcomes: 

10th Grade: 
Evidence outcomes: 

11th grade: 
Evidence outcomes: 

12th Grade: 
Evidence outcomes: 

Students can: 

a. Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. (CCSS: L.9-
10.2) 

i. Identify comma splices 
and fused sentences in 
writing and revise to 

eliminate them 

ii. Distinguish between 
phrases and clauses and 

use this knowledge to 

write varied, strong, 
correct, complete 

sentences 

iii. Use a colon to introduce a 
list or quotation. (CCSS: 

L.9-10.2b) 

iv. Spell correctly. (CCSS: 
L.9-10.2c) 

b. Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the 

development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific expectations 
for writing types are defined 

in expectations 1 and 2 
above.) (CCSS: W.9-10.4) 

c. Develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new 

Students can: 

a. Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 
(CCSS: L.9-10.1) 
i. Use parallel structure. 

(CCSS: L.9-10.1a) 
ii. Distinguish between the 

active and passive voice, 

and write in the active 

voice 
iii. Use various types of 

phrases (noun, verb, 

adjectival, adverbial, 
participial, prepositional, 

absolute) and clauses 

(independent, dependent; 
noun, relative, adverbial) 

to convey specific 

meanings and add variety 
and interest to writing or 

presentations. (CCSS: 

L.9-10.1b) 

b. Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 

English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. (CCSS: L.9-

10.2) 
i. Use a semicolon (and 

perhaps a conjunctive 

adverb) to link two or 
more closely related 

independent clauses. 

Students can: 

a. Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 
(CCSS: L.11-12.1) 

i. Apply the understanding 

that usage is a matter of 

convention, can change 

over time, and is 
sometimes contested. 
(CCSS: L.11-12.1a) 

ii. Resolve issues of 

complex or contested 

usage, consulting 
references (e.g., 
Merriam-Webster’s 

Dictionary of English 
Usage, Garner’s Modern 

American Usage) as 

needed. (CCSS: L.11-

12.1b) 

iii. Use a variety of phrases 

(absolute, appositive) 
accurately and 

purposefully to improve 

writing 

iv. Use idioms correctly, 

particularly prepositions 

that follow verbs 

v. Ensure that a verb agrees 
with its subject in 

complex constructions 

(such as inverted 

Students can: 

a. Follow the conventions of 

standard English to write 
varied, strong, correct, 

complete sentences 
b. Deliberately manipulate the 

conventions of standard 

English for stylistic effect 
appropriate to the needs of a 
particular audience and 

purpose 

c. Seek and use an appropriate 
style guide to govern 

conventions for a particular 

audience and purpose 

 

Comment [D1]: How can students "master" 
something that requires "ongoing refinements"? 

Comment [D2]: Notice how short the evidence 
outcomes are for seniors. If the implications are that 

by senior year they are just practicing everything 

they've learned the past twelve years, then why do 
they only have three sections? Other grade levels 

have up to six sections. 

Comment [D3]: The two yellow highlighted 

areas are evidence outcomes for different grades. In 

9th grade, students need to correct comma splices; in 

10th grade they need to know how to use a 
semicolon. In grammar instruction, students need to 

know how to use a semicolon in order to correct 

comma splices. Splitting up these two concepts 

doesn't make sense. 

Comment [D7]: Letter "a" says "demonstrate 

command of conventions" for 9th-11th grade and 
"follow the conventions" for 12th grade. Why the 

difference? 

Comment [D8]: None of the lettered sections 
match up (b-f). 

Comment [D9]: We teach MLA Style in 9th 
grade, and they use it all four years. These standards 

only require 10th-12th graders to learn about style 

guides. Also, look at the differences in the  

descriptions. With some it seems that there is 
repetition, and with others it seems that new, 

seemingly random things are listed. Why be so 

specific? It creates confusion. 
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approach, focusing on 

addressing what is most 
significant for a specific 

purpose and audience. 

(CCSS: W.9-10.5)  
d. Use technology, including the 

Internet, to produce, publish, 

and update individual or 

shared writing products, 

taking advantage of 
technology’s capacity to link 
to other information and to 

display information flexibly 
and dynamically. (CCSS: 

W.9-10.6) 

 

(CCSS: L.9-10.2a) 

ii. Use a colon to introduce a 
list or quotation. (CCSS: 

L.9-10.2b) 

c. Apply knowledge of language 
to understand how language 

functions in different 

contexts, to make effective 

choices for meaning or style, 

and to comprehend more 
fully when reading or 
listening. (CCSS: L.9-10.3) 

i. Write and edit work so 
that it conforms to the 

guidelines in a style 

manual (e.g., MLA 

Handbook, Turabian’s 
Manual for Writers) 

appropriate for the 

discipline and writing 
type. (CCSS: L.9-10.3a) 

d. Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the 
development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific expectations 

for writing types are defined 

in expectations 1–2 above.) 
(CCSS: W.9-10.4) 

e. Develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on 
addressing what is most 

significant for a specific 

purpose and audience. 
(CCSS: W.9-10.5) 

f. Use technology, including the 

Internet, to produce, publish, 

and update individual or 

subject/verb order, 

indefinite pronoun as 
subject, intervening 

phrases or clauses) 

vi. Use a style guide to 

follow the conventions of 

Modern Language 
Association (MLA) or 

American Psychological 

Association (APA) format  

vii. Use resources (print and 

electronic) and feedback 
to edit and enhance 

writing for purpose and 

audience 
b. Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 

when writing. (CCSS: L.11-
12.2) 
i. Observe hyphenation 

conventions.  (CCSS: 

L.11-12.2a) 
ii. Spell correctly. (CCSS: 

L.11-12.2b) 

c. Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the 

development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

(Grade-specific expectations 

for writing types are defined 
in expectations 1–2 above.) 

(CCSS: W.11-12.4) 

d. Develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on 
addressing what is most 

significant for a specific 

Comment [D4]: The two green highlighted areas 
are the exact same grammar concept. 

Comment [D5]: Spelling is mentioned a number 
of times in different places in 9th-11th grade, but not 

specifically in 12th grade. 
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shared writing products, 

taking advantage of 
technology’s capacity to link 

to other information and to 

display information flexibly 
and dynamically. (CCSS: 

W.9-10.6) 

 

purpose and audience. 

(CCSS: W.11-12.5)  
e. Use technology, including the 

Internet, to produce, publish, 

and update individual or 
shared writing products in 

response to ongoing 

feedback, including new 

arguments or information. 

(CCSS: W.11-12.6) 

 
Relevance and Application 

 

1. Learning to rewrite with 

improvements creates a 
thoughtful, thorough writer. 

2. Artificial intelligence software 
is sophisticated enough to 
correct and complete 

unfinished sentences. 
 

 
1. Book publishers edit texts 

before they are sent to 

printing. 

2. Professional editing tools help 
publishers edit work to meet 

rapid deadlines. 

 
1. Writing personal narratives in 

college essays and 

scholarship applications is 

necessary to be considered 
as a candidate.  

2. Using the dictionary, spell-

checker, and other tools can 
teach as well as correct or 

edit writing. 

 

 

1. Writers produce polished 

documents for publication.  
2. Building fluency with 

software tools will increase 
application in writing.  

3. Today’s world caters to visual 

information, graphics and 
photo images. 

 

 

 

 

Comment [D6]: Why aren't seniors required to 

use technology? Or is the implication that they have 

MASTERED technology in 11th grade and no longer 

need instruction only opportunities to practice? If 

this assumption is going to be made about 
technology, why isn't it made with other skills? 

However, I would argue that since technology 

always changes, one never really can master it.  
 

Comment [D10]: In Colorado, we also have 
these additions to the standards. It's an attempt to 

create relevance for students: "Examples of how the 

grade level expectation is applied at home, on the job 
or in a real-world, relevant context." 

Comment [D11]: Anyone would agree 100% 

with this. 

Comment [D12]: If this were true, how would 
this idea encourage students to learn grammar rules? 

Comment [D13]: How are 10th graders supposed 

to identify with book publishers? 

Comment [D14]: What skill is being taught to 
create this application? 

Comment [D15]: While I agree with this 
application, it is too narrow. Even students who are 

not going on to college need to know how to write 

and tell a story well. 

Comment [D16]: What skill is being taught to 
create this application? 


